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RESEARCH AND TEACHING FOCUS 

} Clinical neuroscience research: identify and manipulate fear and anxiety mechanisms, from normative to pathological 

} Development of multimodal representations of fear combining imaging, physiology, behavior, modeling, and clinical data 

FACULTY POSITIONS 

2024- Associate Professor (tenured), Reichman University, Israel. 

2022-2024 Senior Lecturer, Reichman University, Israel. 

LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION POSITIONS 

2024- PhD committee, School of Psychology, Reichman University. 

2023- Head of the Brain and Mind neuroscience excellence program, Reichman University. 

2023- Head of the Computer Science and Neuroscience program, Reichman University. 

TEACHING 

2023- Lecturer, Clinical Neuroscience: Brain, Psychopathology, and Treatment (undergraduate), Reichman University 

2022- Lecturer, Advanced Interdisciplinary Research on Fear and Anxiety (graduate), Reichman University 

2022- Lecturer, Current Topics in Clinical Neuroscience (undergraduate), Reichman University 

2022- Lecturer, Interdisciplinary Research on Fear and Anxiety (undergraduate), Reichman University 

2022- Lecturer, Neurobiological Basis of Psychopathology and Treatment (undergraduate), Reichman University 

2006-2015 Teaching assistant, Statistics for Psychology (undergraduate), Tel Aviv University 

2009-2011 Teaching assistant, Research Methods and Statistics (graduate), Tel Aviv University 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

2016-2022 Post-doctoral fellow, Section on Development and Affective Neuroscience, National Institute of Mental 
Health (Bethesda, MD). Supervisor: Daniel S. Pine, MD, Chief of the Emotion and Development branch. 

2014-2016 MA, Clinical Psychology, the Clinical Psychology Supplementary Program, Tel Aviv University, Israel 

2010-2016 PhD, Psychology, School of Psychological Sciences, Tel Aviv University, Israel 

 } Applied clinical neuroscience research to measure and modify aberrant threat processing as novel 
treatment for anxiety disorders and PTSD. Supervisor: Yair Bar-Haim, PhD. 

2005-2008 MA, Psychobiology (magna cum laude), School of Psychological Sciences, Tel Aviv University, Israel 

 } Pharmacology/lesions in rodent models for schizophrenia treatment. Supervisor: Ina Weiner, PhD. 

2000-2004 BSc, Computer Science and Business Management (magna cum laude), through  
 the Lautman Special Program for Outstanding Students, Tel Aviv University, Israel. 

CLINICAL TRAINING 

2014-2016 Clinical psychology practicum, ambulatory and outpatient psychiatry clinics, Sheba Medical Center, Israel 

ADDITIONAL ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2014-2016 Research site leader, clinical brain stimulation, Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center 
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 } Industry-academia collaboration to develop novel brain stimulation-monitoring therapeutics 

2008-2010 Research and development, MeeMix, Ltd. (internet start-up company) 
 } Directing research activities on development of music personalization algorithms 

2006-2012 Programming cognitive neuroscience experiments, Tel Aviv University and international affiliates 
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Batistuzzo, M.C. Attentional bias modification treatment for obsessive-compulsive disorder: a randomized clinical trial. 
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3. Haham, L., Aderka, I. M, Pine, D. S., Abend, R., Shechner, T. Adolescence Under Fire: A Multi-method Study of 
Psychological Vulnerability and Resilience Among Adolescents Impacted by War. 

4. Byrne, M. E., Haller, S. P., Linke, J. O., Lewis, K. M., Berman, E., Henry, L. M., Pagliaccio, D., Quezada, D., Meyer, 
M., Abend, R., Kircanski, K., Lazarov, A., Bar-Haim, Y., Brotman, M. A. & Pine, D. S. Attention Bias Modification 
Training and CBT for Youth Anxiety Disorders: A Double-Blind Randomized Controlled Trial. 

5. Qamar, P., Lebowitz, E. R., Abend, R., Pine, D. S., Kirk, P. A. Assessing Behavioral Threat Avoidance in Pediatric 
Anxiety with Naturalistic Games. 

6. Fishman, J., Cohen, O., Abend, R., Haaker, J. & Shechner, T. Overgeneralization of Observational Learned Threat 
Predicts Anxiety in War-Exposed Adolescents: A Longitudinal Study. 

7. Kirk, P. A., Qamar, P.,  Lentz, J., Zugman, A., Abend, R., Kircanski, K., Pine, D. S. Linking Subjective Experience of 
threat anticipation to Brain Function in Pediatric Anxiety using Natural Language Processing. 

FUNDING 

Donation (PI; 2024): Neural mechanisms of MDMA-assisted psychotherapy for PTSD. 

Israel Science Foundation (Co-PI; 2023-28): Anticipating threat: Identifying a novel circuit-based biomarker for 
pediatric anxiety. 

US-Israel Binational Science Foundation (Co-PI; 2023-27): Perturbed fear learning in children growing up in proximity 
to military-conflict and its effect on the development of pediatric anxiety disorders. 

NARSAD Young Investigator Grant (PI; 2020-22): A neural marker of pediatric anxiety treatment response. 

The Kety NIMH Memorial Award (PI; 2019-20): A neural marker of pediatric anxiety treatment response. 

SOME RECENT PRESENTATIONS 

1. Something bad might happen: Linking evolutionary, clinical, and neuroscience perspectives to redefine anxiety. (2025). 
Clinical Psychology department seminar, Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands. Invited talk. 

2. Methodological variations of the fear conditioning paradigm. (2025). 16th European Meeting on Human Fear 
Conditioning. The Netherlands. Invited symposium chair. 

3. Something bad might happen: Linking evolutionary, clinical, and neuroscience perspectives to understand anxiety. 
(2025). School of Psychology seminar, University of Haifa, Israel. Invited talk. 

4. Capturing excessive passive avoidance behavior in pathological anxiety using a novel lab paradigm. (2024). Society of 
Biological Psychiatry annual meeting, Austin, TX. 

5. Pathological anxiety and conditioned threat-anticipatory physiological responding during fear learning. (2023). Society of 
Biological Psychiatry annual meeting, San Diego, CA. 

6. Aberrant brain function reconfiguration during naturalistic fear induction in pediatric anxiety disorders: novel approach 
with implications for pathophysiological mechanisms. (2022). American College of Neuropsychopharmacology annual Meeting, 
Phoenix, AZ. 

7. Cognitive threat biases and development. Association for Cognitive Bias Modification webinar. (2022). Invited talk. 

8. Adaptive and maladaptive fear: From basic neuroscience to clinical application. Reichman University seminar, Israel. 
(2021). Invited talk. 

9. On adaptive and maladaptive fear. Inst. of Cognitive Neuroscience, University College London, London. (2021). Invited talk. 

10. Novel Avenues in the Study of Fear Learning Mechanisms. Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies, 54th Annual 
Meeting. (2020). Symposium chair and presenter. 

11. Something bad might happen: Insights from threat-anticipatory learning on anxiety across age. Cognitive Neuroscience 
Seminar, Florida International University, FA. (2019). Invited talk. 
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12. Insights from anticipatory threat learning on anxiety. NIMH Investigator Seminar Series, NIH, MD. (2019). Invited talk. 

HONORS / AWARDS 

• Elected to the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, Young Scholars Forum (2024-25). 
• Award for excellence in academic leadership; School of Psychology, Reichman University (2024). 
• American College of Neuropsychopharmacology travel award (2022). 
• ScienceAbroad travel award (2021). 
• Society of Biological Psychiatry travel award (2020). 
• NIMH Fellowship travel award (2019). 
• NIH Intramural Research Program travel award (2019). 
• Kety NIMH Memorial Award for Clinical Research (2019). 
• Post-doctoral fellowship award, Tel Aviv University (2015-16). 
• Awards for excellence in teaching, Tel Aviv University (2007, 2012-15). 
• Awards for outstanding academic achievement, Tel Aviv University (2006, 2014-15). 
• The Lautman Program for Outstanding Students, Tel Aviv University (full tuition, 2000-04). 

COMMUNITY 

Community organization/membership 

• Reichman University Brainstorm Neuroscience forum (founder) 

• The Hierarchical Taxonomy of Psychopathology (member) 

• Israel Trauma Coalition (member) 

• Association for Cognitive Bias Modification (co-founder) 

• ENIGMA-Anxiety consortium (member) 

• TAU-NIMH Attention Bias Modification Treatment international initiative (co-founder) 

• International Network of tES-fMRI (member) 

Journal editor 

International Journal of Psychophysiology: special issue editor (neural and physiological correlates of uncertainty). 

Ad-hoc journal peer reviews 

American Journal of Psychiatry; Biological Psychiatry; eLife; Journal of Neuroscience; Translational Psychiatry; 
Neuropsychopharmacology; Journal of Neuroscience Research; Neurobiology of Stress; Psychological Medicine; Biological 
Psychiatry: CNNI; Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry; Neuroscience and Biobehavioral 
Reviews; Scientific Reports; Chronic Stress; Neuropsychologia; Depression & Anxiety; Social, Cognitive, & Affective 
Neuroscience; Cortex; Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry; Brain Structure & Function; Journal of Anxiety 
Disorders; Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology; Behavioural Brain Research; Journal of Affective Disorders; 
Behaviour Research and Therapy; Clinical Psychological Science; BMC Psychology; Brain Stimulation; International Journal 
of Psychophysiology; Heliyon; Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience; Motivation and Emotion; Assessment; Sleep; Brain 
and Behavior; Cognition & Emotion; Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience; BMC Psychiatry; PLOS ONE; Anxiety, Stress, 
& Coping; Biological Psychiatry: GOS; Neuroscience; European Child & Adolescent Psychiatry; Journal of Behavior 
Therapy and Experimental Psychiatry; Developmental Psychobiology; Cognitive, Affective, and Behavioral Neuroscience. 

Grant reviews 
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• Israel Science Foundation (ISF, Israel) 

• Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, Germany) 

• Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique (FNRS, Belgium) 

• Research Grants Council (Hong Kong) 

 


